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On The Streets, Like A Stranger
Sreedeep is an 
amateur photographer 
pursuing PhD in 
Sociology from 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
University on 
Consumer Culture. H

ome is a relative concept. I 
realised this as I wandered on 
the streets of Kolkata. This 
is my hometown – a place I 
abandoned half a decade ago, 

yet it was vivid in my head. As I walked, 
in search of a new perspective, I became 
conscious of the fact that it is difficult to 
freeze moving objects and yet capture 
a movement that would illustrate an 
expression or momentum. That ‘this 
frame is not enough’, and that it should 
immediately take the people and places 
portrayed beyond the frame. I was all set to 
attempt this on my trip to Kolkata. 

I was mobbed by taxi drivers, when I 
walked out of Howrah station on a winter 
evening in January. The ancient looking 
buses came in nonstop waves... It was 
overwhelming. In Kolkata, one does not 
have to face too many questions about 
the reasons for seeing people or places 
through the viewfinder. They don’t even 
chase the lensman away. “aare ee sab photu 
amreekaa jaaegaa”, “uhaape sab dekhegaa 
humaaraa haal…tab na uhaase paisa aaegaa”…
The former is the most common comment 
that I overheard as a photographer – both 
from those that ‘I was watching’ and also 
from those who were watching me. 

Sreedeep shares his impressions of walking down the streets of Kolkata 
and his endeavour to shoot images ‘beyond the obvious’.

Park Street 
Crossing 

“empty bowl; ample 
expectations” 

No one in Kolkata chases 
a lensman away.People 
observe a photographer 
as much as a 
photographer observes 
people.

Photo Feature

Banks of Hoogly 

“yet another endless walk”
While walking down 
the the ghats on both 
sides of the riverbank 
from Shyambazar to 
Kanshipur, I found a lot 
of different activities 
happening along the way. 
Apart from bathers, 
casual conversations, I 
also encountered a game 
of cricket, artists, and 
labourers unloading jute, 
sand and soil, and even 
death rituals. 

 Outside Sealdah 
station 

“eternal thirst”
I got this frame while 

buying a pocket notebook 
for 2 rupees, cake for 

three, taking a rickshaw 
ride for the same price, 
drinking coconut water 

for five, five rupees fifty 
paisa for a 5-kilometre 

auto ride and chicken 
pizza for 15…as if money 

could buy so much 
more on the streets of 

Calcutta. The Center 
Fresh or mints have not 
yet become a substitute 

for 1 rupee change or 
even its half. People do 

return the 25 paisa. 

Victoria Memorial, 
Birla Planetorium, 
Sahid Minar, St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, the 
temples of Kalighat 
and Dakshwineshwar, 
botanical garden, 
Tagore’s House, the 
zoo, the cultural 
hubs centred near 
and around Rabindra 
Sadan, and ofcourse 
both the Howrah 
bridges. 

Where to shoot 
in Calcutta

PhOTO 
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 Rajabazar
“Bending of the body 

while bathing”
This is one of the 

several photographs 
that I framed while 

traveling in one of those 
rattling trams that 

match the pace of the 
city so perfectly.

Kalighat 

“Waiting for the next 
sacrifice”
Animal sacrifices are 
common at Kalighat. 
Unfortunately I wasn’t 
allowed inside the 
mandir so I had to be 
satisfied shooting the 
market around and 
the ghat that leads 
to a stinking water 
body that cannot 
be designated as a 
‘branch of a river’ 
anymore

 Kumartuli 
“Play of perspectives”
In Kumortulee, I was 
looking to capture 
the mood instead of 
documenting the look and 
the life of every possible 
corner of the exotic 
location where clay idols 
are made all through the 
year. At times, I did get 
carried away by the half-
made nude, outrageously 
curvaceous idols.

Surj jo Shen Street 

“the stagnant water and 
the stagnant kid”
This kid was looking 
for tadpoles in the 
stagnant water. He 
made me realize 
that shooting always 
becomes easier when 
the subject is willing to 
be shot.


