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Si l i serh Lake

The romance  
of SiliSerh

D
elhi is a popular tourist destination, for Indians as 
well as foreigners—there’s no contesting that. 
But when you’ve maxed out all your options in 
the city—it’s monuments, gardens, malls and 
restaurants—then it’s time to hop into a car and 

drive out to a serene and quiet place where you can escape the 
mayhem of big-city life.

For tourists who want to explore some offbeat destinations 
in the vicinity of Delhi, and local getaway hunters who are 
looking for something other than the regular Neemrana, Manali, 

   TexT Amit RAnjAn 
       PhoTograPhs SReedeep 

Dharamsala et all, the monuments and landscape 
around alwar in rajasthan offer a scintillating 
experience. 

one such beautiful retreat in the vicinity of 
alwar is the stunning siliserh 
Lake, on the banks of which is a 
palace. siliserh Lake Palace was 
home to sheila, the queen of 
raja Vijay singh, who had the 
artificial lake built in 1845. The 

The rTDC-run 
Lake Palace hotel, 
siliserh, offers 
stunning views of 
the lake and the 
aravallis.
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king realised that the rill, or channel, 
running through a valley surrounded 
by the ancient aravali hills was easy 
to dam and so he jumped on the 
chance to create a water body that would feed the 
surrounding regions. The result was a ten-sq.-km 
lake offering panoramic views from the palace. 
The dam, too, is a marvellous piece of architecture, 
with old columns built in the roman style. 

Delhi to siliserh is a 180 km (approx.) drive 
down National highway 8 through gurgaon. 
It’s proximity to the city makes it perfect for a 
weekend getaway. There are several hotels in the 
vicinity of siliserh Lake, but Lake Palace hotel, 
siliserh is the place to base yourself at to truly soak 
in the serenity of this area. 

a majority of the hotels are all a couple of 
kilometres away from the lake, and from then on, 
there’s nothing but you and nature. The pleasure 
of driving through the woods with the headlights 
switched off under a full-moon sky is an other-
worldly experience. 

The terrace of the palace hotel, with its huge 
marble floor and chhatris—domed pavilions—
that get accentuated in the moonlight, is the ideal 
spot from where to take in the view of the lake 
and its surroundings. stand on the terrace on a full 
moon night and observe the black sky spangled 
with stars as it envelopes you, find the same stars 
reflected in the still, dark waters, and see the 
silhouettes of the aravalis in the distance.

The view from palace in the morning is equally 
romantic and expansive. The sheer expanse 
of the lake, bracketed by the hills, makes this 
place picture-perfect. The palace is on a hillock 
overlooking the lake. so, one has to climb down 
several flights of stairs to reach the water body. 
We made this arduous descent only to find that, 

though there are boating facilities on the lake, on that particular 
day, they were on hold to allow fishermen to lay their nets and 
go about their business. 

Disappointed, we climbed up again and drove around the 
mammoth perimeter of the lake. Babas are as ubiquitous as 
dhabas in this country, and we spotted both! on the shore of 
the lake, which is apparently home to a few crocodiles as well, 
we saw an ascetic surrounded by his followers. he told us about 
the visitations of an angel on the hill that faces his ashram. “only 
I can see him, no one else can,” he quipped. Mulling over such 
profundity, we moved on. one of us collected twigs, another 
chatted with washerwomen whose coloured traditional attires 
fuelled a photographer’s stereotypical imagination, and then 
waded through mustard fields. on our way back, we wandered 
around in Tijara Fort, an imposing structure bearing both afghan 
and rajput influences, savouring a few hours in siliserh before 
returning back to the city, and to routine existence.

so, the next time you have an urge to get away from the 
fumes of Delhi, don’t resort to the usual suspects—take the 
road to siliserh! 

Above: a panoramic view 
of the lake framed by 
the hills. 

Right: You can gaze at 
the starry sky and the 
inky depths of the lake by 
night from the terrace of 
the palace hotel.


