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How to prepare your Home for Professional Photography – 
 

Check List 
 

1. This check list is meant to help you to better prepare for your photo-shoot 
appointment. 

2. The more items you can complete from that list and the better your photos will 
look. 

 
 
 

FRONT EXTERIOR 

Online “Curb appeal” – CRITICAL. The front exterior photo is usually the first photo 
buyers see online. We call it the Money Shot for good reasons. 
 

 Close garage doors 

 Remove cars from driveway and front of home 

 Turn on all outdoor lights 

 Remove visible water hoses 

 Remove toys, sports balls, basketball goals, soccer goals, etc… 

 Clean up landscaping (mow, trim shrubs, clear leaves, etc…) 

 Remove trash cans 

 Clean and tidy up porch 

 

Tip: Put all those stuff (trash cans, water hoses, toys) temporarily in the garage or the 
shed as we do not take pictures of the interior garage or shed. 
 

 

BACK YARD 

The back yard should a place to relax. 
 

 Turn on all outdoor lights 

 Clean deck and patio, tidy up outdoor tables/chairs/cushions 

 Pillows/cushions should be fresh, not faded 

 Remove toys, sports balls, basketball goals, soccer goals, etc… 
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 Clean up landscaping (mow, trim shrubs, clear leaves, etc…) 

 Remove trash cans 

 Clean pool, remove pool vacuum, hide pool cleaning supplies, turn on water 

features 

 
Tip: Put all those stuff (trash cans, water hoses, toys) temporarily in the garage or the 
shed as we do not take pictures of the interior garage or shed. 
 

 

KITCHEN 

The heart of the home, the kitchen deserves attention to details. The Kitchen must 

be as clean and clear (empty) as possible with no personal items. 

Allow buyers to imagine a lot of room to cook in a clean kitchen. Feel free to add a 

simple flower arrangement and a bowl with fresh fruits. 
 

 Thoroughly clean the Kitchen (mop hard floors, clean countertops, clean 

windows, etc…) 

 Clear countertops completely. No knife block, no baking supplies, no mail, no 

coffee maker, no microwave, etc. Countertops should be completely empty. 

 Remove small appliances (ex. coffee maker, microwave) 

 Clear outside of refrigerator of magnets, papers, photos, etc. 

 Clear on top of the refrigerator. 

 Hide garbage cans in pantry or closet. 

 Remove dishes from sink, soap bottles, sponges, etc… 

 Turn all lights and lamps ON 

 Replace all burned out light bulbs and make sure they are the same 

 Use bulbs of the same temperature (ALL incandescent or ALL compact fluorescent) 

 Turn all ceiling fans OFF 

 Open blinds/window treatments to let in outside light 

 
Tip: Put all those kitchen stuff (knife block, coffee maker, etc…) temporarily in the pantry 
or inside closets or in the garage.  
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DINING ROOM / TABLE 
Allow buyers to imagine a nice family meal. 
 

 Thoroughly clean the Dining room (vacuum carpet, mop hard floors, clean 

windows, etc…) 

 Clear table, dust and polish the table top  
 Use decorative/nice place setting 

 Feature one center piece such as a bouquet of flowers/fruits  

 Straighten all chairs and space them evenly 

 Remove child seats/booster  

 Remove personal and religious photographs and items (or replace with general 

landscape/object photographs) 

 Turn all lights and lamps ON 

 Replace all burned out light bulbs and make sure they are the same 

 Turn all ceiling fans OFF 

 Open blinds/window treatments to let in outside light 

 
 
 
 

LIVING / FAMILY ROOM 
The space to spend quality time with family. 
 

 Thoroughly clean the Living room (vacuum carpet, mop hard floors, clean 

windows, etc…) 

 Remove stacks of magazines, papers, mail, etc…  
 De-clutter fireplace mantel, tables, etc… 

 Remove all kid's toys  

 Fluff and arrange pillows 

 Turn all TVs OFF 

 Remove personal and religious photographs and items (or replace with general 

landscape/object photographs) 

 Turn all lights and lamps ON 



TopAgentListingMarketingNJ 2019 – Professional Real Estate Photography for Top Agents  - 4 - 

 Replace all burned out light bulbs and make sure they are the same 

 Turn all ceiling fans OFF 

 Open blinds/window treatments to let in outside light 

 
 
 

BEDROOMS 
Rest for you, the family and guests. 
 

 Thoroughly clean ALL the bedrooms (vacuum carpet, mop hard floors, clean 

windows, etc…) 

 Make beds, including decorative pillows, fluff and arrange pillows 

 Clear nightstands of all personal items; remove stacks of magazines, papers, mail, 

etc…  
 Remove all clutter from top of dressers 

 Remove all kid's toys (except in children bedrooms but still de-clutter and put 

away most toys) 

 Store away phone/tablet charging cables 

 Clean under bed, removing items that will show in the photos. Fluff and 

arrange pillows 

 Turn all TVs OFF 

 Turn all computer screens OFF 

 Remove personalized names from walls 

 Remove personal and religious photographs and items (or replace with general 

landscape/object photographs) 

 Turn all lights and lamps ON 

 Replace all burned out light bulbs and make sure they are the same 

 Turn all ceiling fans OFF 

 Open blinds/window treatments to let in outside light 
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BATHROOMS 
To be spa-like, the bathroom must be clear of all personal items. Feel free to add a 
simple flower arrangement. 
 

 Thoroughly clean ALL bathrooms (mop tile floors, clean windows, showers, 

tub, etc…) 

 Clear countertops completely. No soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, medications, 

deodorant, etc… 

 Remove shampoo, soap, etc. from showers and tubs 

 Remove all clutter from top of dressers 

 Put toilet seats down 

 Store away toilet paper and plunger 

 Remove used towels - leave out only new, unused towels 

 Remove floor mats 

 Turn all lights and lamps ON 

 Replace all burned out light bulbs and make sure they are the same 

 Open blinds/window treatments to let in outside light 

 
 


