
 

Holistic Approach to Design 
Contemporary technology and information bases of industrial companies are unable to 

accommodate collaborative networking, and dealing with the growing impacts of change. 

Specific technology and projects for implementing the Internet-of Things, Big Data, Cyber 

Systems, and Smart Services for overseeing must be employed. Users must be able to conduct 

smooth exchange of data and information, share experiences and results, and transform work 

environments with competence, experiences, and the big idea. Novel enterprise concepts, 

methods and technologies have been formulated to bring forth new horizons in the business 

sector, but communication and integrated collaboration efforts across all facets and supply-

chains is not yet supported. Improving the methodology and data sources of organizations, 

capturing, enhancing, and visualizing data, information and knowledge are actual requirements 

that need to be met. This is where the necessity of a holistic conceptualization in business 

comes about, more so for a design and business consultancy like Waterhouse Wade. Design is 

primarily used to solve problems. It is a general idea regarding design that tackling problems 

and dealing with issues are the main concern of design and that other considerations are 

secondary to all that. However, holistic design approach is entirely a different school of thought 

that disagrees with this approach. It still focuses on solving problems but takes a different and 

unique approach to the design which puts the entire system as an interconnected whole that is 



part of a larger entity. In this system secondary considerations become primary considerations 

alongside the problem-solving aspect of design. 

 

Principles of a Successful Holistic Perspective   

Holistic design is the sort of concept that goes beyond the fundamentals of design while 

encapsulating everything related to design. It traverses beyond the problem and brings about 

something entirely new and vast. Moreover, this kind of perspective allows a company to add 

value and substance to their brand image. On top of that, a brand acquires a distinct and 

unique personality that is made capable by the implementation of aesthetics in holistic design. 

One of the best combinations are architecture and holistic design.  

Aesthetics in Holistic Design 

The aesthetics of a building is one of the principal aspects considered in architecture. The 

appeal of a building covers the combined effects of a building’s shape, size, texture, color, 

balance, unity, movement, emphasis, contrast, symmetry, proportion, space, alignment, 

pattern, decoration, culture and context. The unique properties and natural beauty of wood 

and other bio-based materials make them desired for various applications including 

construction, facades and interior design. And when the entire design takes a more holistic 

approach, such factors play well into an appealing image. 

Architecture & Holistic Design 

Holistic design initiatives in architecture enable architects and interior designers to account for 

all of these things. They examine the way that the design will appear aesthetically contextual. 

They’ll look at neighboring buildings and open spaces. They’ll consider the environment and 

how they can utilize it to the fullest. Then they’ll examine the use of the space and consider 

what sort of messages the design should project. 

Design Ideation 

Design ideation and strategies is inherent to every level of the design process. However, design 

thinking is not an exclusive property of designers - all great innovators in literature, art, music, 

science, engineering, and business have practiced it. What’s special about design thinking is 

that designers and designers’ work processes can help us systematically extract, teach, learn, 

and apply these human-centered techniques in solving problems in a creative and innovative 

way—in our designs, in our businesses, in our countries, and in our lives. 

 

 



 

Advantages of Holistic Design  

There are many benefits of taking a holistic approach towards design. Some of them are 

discussed below: 

Improved Ideation 

Holistic design thinking is not only for designers but also for creative employees, freelancers, 

business leaders, and etc. It’s for anyone who seeks to infuse an approach to innovation that is 

powerful, effective and broadly accessible, one that can be integrated into every level of an 

organization, product, or service so as to drive new alternatives for businesses and society.  

Intensified Teamwork 

There are endless requirements of holistic design but they are more intrinsic than direct. This 

implies that design ideation isn't just for creators yet additionally for innovative workers, 

consultants, and business pioneers. It's for any individual who looks to permeate a way to deal 

with advancement that is incredible, successful and extensively available, one that can be 

incorporated into every level of association, item, or administration in order to drive new 

choices for organizations and society.  

Better Design 

The overall goal of this holistic design approach is to help you design better commodities, 

services, methodologies, strategies, spaces, architecture, and experiences. Holistic design 

thinking helps you and your team develop practical and innovative solutions for your problems.  

Benefits Ideation 

It is a human-focused, prototype-driven, innovative design process. Through this approach, you 

will develop a solid understanding of the fundamental phases and methods in design thinking, 

and you will learn how to implement your newfound knowledge in your professional work life.  

Sense of Unity 

In experienced customer-centric companies, holistic design has gained a much more dominant 

role in the organizational level. Design can help in development teams too. Designers and 

developers can work more efficiently when they have a sense of unity and bonding which a 

holistic concept helps establish. When people know they are working for something that is 

bigger than them and better realize that success of their enterprise is actually the fruit of their 

unified effort, it is sure to instill a kindred spirit.  

 



Customer Relations 

Design can help with Design Research and aid in the customer understanding. It can also help 

on a strategic level with facilitation, service design and coaching. However, still, unless design is 

seen holistically, a compartmentalized design jumbled into silos is hard to be valued and 

measured. 

Traditional design approaches separate the various functions of design such as material 

selection, performance modelling and tolerance specification into separate entities. This allows 

more focused methods to be used at each stage. But in the process, areas of conflict or benefit 

may be overlooked, and the designer is left with incompatible parts. The design process is 

considered along with various aspects such as product development, strategies, and material 

selection. The need for the preservation of design knowledge and reasoning within the process 

are considered along with various models of the design process.  


