
9 TIPS FOR STAGING YOUR HOME 
 

Are you preparing your home for sale? How we live in our homes is different 
than how we sell our homes. Selling our homes can be a very emotional 
experience.  
 
Better preparing and representing our homes for sale can help bring us more 
potential home buyers, and hopefully help sell them for higher prices.  
 
A well-prepared home will help be more competitive in the real estate 
market. Below is a list of tips for preparing your home for real estate listing 
photos, showings by agents, and open houses. 
 
1.Clean up the clutter Stash it away where it’s not visibly seen. You could 
store it in neatly stacked moving boxes in the basement or garage. If 
needed, rent a short-term storage unit to hold your excess clutter and 
belongings(extra furniture). Clear out your closets to make them appear 
larger. Less clutter in the home makes the home look larger and less 
distracting to the potential home buyers.  
 
2.Depersonalize your home  Remove personal photographs. Remove 
personalized names from walls, wall posters and stickers.  
 
3.Keep it neutral  Paint your walls neutral colors. Buy new bedding in 
neutral tones. Press bed linens and bed skirts. Clean under the bed and 
remove any items that might show. Get rid of any diaper genies. 
 
4.Clear the kitchen  Only keep daily-used appliances on the counter. Clear 
off everything else. Keep the sink clean. Remove trash cans from view.  
 
5.Keep up with laundry  Hide the dirty laundry and put the clean laundry 
away. 
 
6.Sanitize the bathrooms  Close the toilet lid (and don’t forget to flush!). 
Keep trash in the garbage can to a minimum. Hide the scrub brush and 
plunger.Remove all personal hygiene items from showers and bathtubs. 
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Re-grout shower and tub stalls. Clean inside cabinets and drawers. No dirty 
towels. 
 
7.Bring in fresh flowers  Whether cut fresh or planted in pretty pots, 
flowers can bring life and beauty into a home. A little color from the fresh 
blooms can go a long way in brightening up a room.  
 
8.Make repairs  Make a checklist of all needed household repairs and fix as 
many as possible before photographing and selling your home. 

9.Hire a professional photographer  High quality, stunning images will 
increase the value of your home quite considerably, even as much as 
$10,000. It’s worth the expense in the long run. 
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